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US Jewish Storyteller Brings Chelm to 21st Century London
The klezmer music rises and the crowd grows quiet.  

The storyteller begins, “In the village of  Chelm…”  And everyone smiles.

On Sunday, March 8 at 6:30 pm, American storyteller Mark Binder will be pre-
senting Misadventures in Chelm (and other stories) at London Jewish 
Book Week as  part of  his second world tour, promoting his latest book, THE 
MISADVENTURES OF RABBI KIBBITZ AND MRS. CHAIPUL

“Storytelling is more dynamic than reading from a book,” Mark Binder explained. 
“It is a multigenerational experience that transcends boundaries and bridges cul-
tures. I can tell the same Chelm stories to adults and families in Reform, Orthodox 
and Conservative shuls, as well as young people in Catholic, Protestant and secular 
schools.”

In addition to being a full-time professional touring storyteller, Mark Binder is the 
author of  more than two dozen books and audio books. He was nominated for a 
2019 Audie Audiobook Award and, his collection, A HANUKKAH PRESENT, 
was the finalist for the National Jewish Book Award for Family Literature. 

“My Chelm isn’t like your grandmother’s village of  fools,” Mark Binder explained. “The characters are 
very real. Yes, they are often foolish, but mostly they are misunderstood. They are also universal, so you 
don’t have to be Jewish to enjoy the tale.”

In “The Lethal Latkes” Rabbi Kibbitz tries to get his new wife, Mrs. Chaipul, (she kept her name, which 
is another story in the book) to stop making her horrible recipe. The rabbi tells his congregation, “There is 
nothing that a husband and wife should not be able to talk about.” He is, of  course, wrong.

THE MISADVENTURES OF RABBI KIBBITZ AND MRS. CHAIPUL includes chapters on Passover, 
Purim, misfortune, and matrimony. It is written for adults, yet much of  it can be read aloud or share with 
children.

“Chelm is a wonderful place to escape from 21st Century anxieties,” Binder explained. “When the narra-
tive begins, everything vanishes. We are all together and there is nothing but story.”

Mark Binder will be presenting Misadventures in Chelm (& Other Stories) at London Jewish Book 
Week, 6:30pm on Sunday 8th, March 2020, Kings Place, 90 York Way, London N1 9AG

Cover images and author photos at: lightpublications.com/media/ 
For author interviews contact Beth Hellman (beth@transmitjoy.com) or call +1.401.272.8707.
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Mark Binder’s “Misadventures”  
World Storytelling and Book Tour

Thursday, 1/23 at 1pm ‘Misadventures in Chelm’ at Fox Point Manor, Providence, RI, USA

3pm Sunday, 2/23 ‘Misadventures in Chelm, Book Signing and Storytelling’ Talk at Books 
on the Square, 471 Angell Street, Providence, RI, USA

Wednesday, 3/4 at 11.20 - 12.10  and 12.15 - 13.05 ‘Misadventures in Chelm’ at HBLA for 
Agriculture and Nutrition Sitzenberg, 3454 Sitzenberg-Reidling, Austria

Wednesday, 3/4 at 7:30 PM ‘The Misadventures in of  Rabbi Kibbitz and Mrs. Chaipul - 
Story Talk and Book Signing’ at Shakespeare & Co, 1010 Vienna, Austria

Sunday, 3/8 at 6:30 pm ‘Misadventures in Chelm (and other stories)’ at Jewish Book Week - 
London, London, , Kings Place, 90 York Way, London N1 9AG, England 

Monday, 3/9 at 11:30 am ‘Life in Chelm’ at Hasmonean Schools, London NW4 1NA, 
England

Monday, 3/9 at 1pm ‘Life in Chelm’ at Alma Primary School, London N20 0LP, England

Thursday, 3/12 ‘Storytelling and Writing Workshops’ at Skt. Josef ’s International School 
Roskilde, 4000 Roskilde, Denmark

Thursday, 3/12 at 6pm ‘Misadventures in Chelm’ at Words Festival - BestTellers, 1719 
Copenhagen V, Denmark

2pm Sunday, 3/15/2020: Misadventures of  Rabbi Kibbitz and Mrs. Chaipul - signing at  
Barrington Books,  176 Hillside Road,  Cranston,  RI

Saturday, 3/21 at 2pm ‘Homecoming’ at The Parlour, Providence, RI, USA

2pm Sunday, 3/22/2020: Misadventures of  Rabbi Kibbitz and Mrs. Chaipul - stories and 
signing at  Barrington Books,  184 County Rd.,  Barrington,  RI

Friday- Sunday, 6/12-14 at ‘PVDFest’, Providence, RI, USA

Saturday, 6/27 at 8pm ‘Misadventures in Chelm’ at Storytellers Cottage, Simsbury, CT

Thursday, 7/2 at TBA ‘Misadventures in Camp’ at Grossman Camp, Newton Center, MA

Thursday, 7/16 at 2pm  ‘Imagine Your Story’ at North Hampton Public Library, North 
Hampton, NH, USA

Thursday, 7/16 at 11:am ‘Imagine Your Story’ at Seabrook Public Library, Seabrook, NH

Friday, 8/7 at 11am  ‘Stories for Summer Reading’ at Pascoag Public Library, Pascoag, RI

MORE DATES TO COME 
details at markbinder.com/tour/
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He’s the chief  rabbi. She’s the widowed head of  the sisterhood.  
Will their relationship ever be more? And then what?!

Written by the Audie award-nominated Jewish author Mark Binder, 
THE MISADVENTURES OF RABBI KIBBITZ AND MRS. 
CHAIPUL is a delightful “novel of  stories.” 

The book follows wise old Rabbi Kibbitz and elderly Mrs. Chaipul, 
the caterer, over several years, through weddings and celebrations. 
Chapters include stories of  Rosh Hashanah, Chanukah and Passover, 
as well as looks into the importance of  exercise for seniors, maintain-
ing your identity and the challenge of  work and relationships.

“At their ages, it’s not a steamy romance,” Mark Binder said with a 
laugh. “Each chapter tells part of  the story. Older readers will enjoy 
the changing relationship based on respect. Younger readers will 
enjoy the humor.”

Nominated for a 2019 Audie Award, Mark Binder is a former editor 
of  the Rhode Island Jewish Herald and a professional performing sto-
ryteller. He has written more than 25 books for adults, families and children. His collection, 
A HANUKKAH PRESENT was the finalist for the National Jewish Book Award for family 
literature.  He tours the world, spinning tales and transmitting joy for listeners and readers 
of  all ages.

THE MISADVENTURES OF RABBI KIBBITZ AND MRS. CHAIPUL will be available 
this fall in a hardcover large print edition, ebook and audio book. In bookstores and from 
Amazon, Audible, Barnes and Noble, GooglePlay, iBooks and more.

For interviews with the author , please contact Beth Hellman (beth@transmitjoy.com) or call 
+1.401.272.8707.

Publishers’ Note: This is a romance, but never graphic.  
The only intimacy is kissing and holding hands. And some giggling. 
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About Mark Binder
Nominated for a 2019 Audie Award, Mark Binder is a former editor of  the 
Rhode Island Jewish Herald and a professional performing storyteller. He has 
written more than two dozen books for adults, families and children. 

He is a graduate of  Columbia University, where he studied storytelling with 
Spalding Gray and mythology with T.E. Gaster. He trained in Decroux 
mime and dance with the Adaptors Movement Theater. He earned an 
MA in English and Writing, Acting and Directing from Rhode Island 
College and the Trinity Rep Conservatory. He holds a third degree black 
belt in Aikido, studies centering and internal power, and promises not to 
throw anyone across the room. He has taught martial arts in a dojo, and 
an undergraduate course in“Telling Lies” at the Rhode Island School of  
Design.

Mark Binder began writing his “Life in Chelm” stories as the editor of  The Rhode Island Jewish 
Herald. These stories have been published in Jewish newspapers and magazines around the 
world. 

He was commissioned in 1998 by the Houston Jewish Voice to write a serialized novel, which 
became THE BROTHERS SCHLEMIEL. After 100 weekly installments it was published by 
JPS (YA edition) and Light Publications (unabridged.) A HANUKKAH PRESENT was the 
finalist for the National Jewish Book Award for family literature.  

Mark Binder’s work is diverse. His first published book was CRUMBS DON’T COUNT – 
THE RATIONALIZATION DIET (Avon, 1998). His “Bed Time Story Book” series was 
originally packaged by Adams Media as THE EVERYTHING BED TIME STORY BOOK.

He has written a series of  humorous autobiographical fictions for middle readers (and adults 
with a sense of  humor) called “The Groston Adventures” with IT ATE MY SISTER and 
THE ZOMBIE CAT. He has recorded live audio storytelling concerts including IT WAS 
A DARK AND STORMY NIGHT, A HOLIDAY PRESENTS, and TALL TALES, 
WHOPPERS AND LIES (live at the New England Folk Festival).

His revisionist Norse myth LOKI RAGNAROK was a finalist for the 2019 Audie Award for 
Original Work. TRANSMIT JOY! won a Parents’ Choice Gold for Audio Storytelling.

As a live performance storyteller, Mark Binder has toured the world for the past 20 years, 
spinning tales and transmitting joy for hundreds of  thousands of  listeners and readers of  all ages.

He lives in Providence, Rhode Island (USA) with his wife and family.
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About Mark Binder’s  
“Life in Chelm” Series

Mark Binder began writing Chelm stories as the editor of  the weekly Rhode Island Jewish 
Herald Newspaper.. “One morning we were on deadline and somebody didn’t turn in a story,” 
he explained. “The only thing to do was to write some fiction.”

Every year he wrote stories based around holidays (Rosh Hashanah, Hanukkah, Passover) 
and life events like weddings and bar mitzvahs. More than 100 of  these tales have been pub-
lished in Jewish and non-Jewish newspapers and magazines around the world, including The 
Forward, Washington Jewish Week, Canadian Jewish News, Cricket Magazine and many more.

In 1997, he began writing the serialized novel, THE BROTHERS SCHLEMIEL for the 
Houston Jewish Voice Newspaper. The tale of  Abraham and Adam Schlemiel, identical twins 
born in Chelm and confused from birth, it was published weekly for 
two years, concluding on episode 100.

While working on THE BROTHERS SCHLEMIEL, Mark discov-
ered his talent for professional storytelling, and began touring for 
audiences of  families, children and adults. 

Several years later his audio book A CHANUKAH PRESENT was 
won Storytelling World Honors, and his collection, A HANUKAH 
PRESENT was the finalist for the National Jewish Book Award for 
Family Literature.

In 2008, Jewish Publications Society released an abridged edition 
of  THE BROTHERS SCHLEMIEL as a YA Book. In 2010 Light 
Publications published the collection MATZAH MISHUGAS.

The unabridged “Author’s Cut” edition of  THE BROTHERS 
SCHLEMIEL was released in 2017. 

His latest book, THE MISADVENTURES OF RABBI KIBBITZ AND MRS. CHAIPUL 
is a novel of  stories written for adults.

“So far, all of  my Chelm books interweave chronologically,” Mark Binder said. “So, you 
don’t have to read them in any particular order. In modern terms, it’s fractal. In traditional 
Jewish terms, it’s a cholent, blending flavors and tastes and simmering over time.”
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Media Attention for  
The Misadventures of  Rabbi Kibbitz  

and Mrs. Chaipul 
(and the Life in Chelm books & audio)

“The Lethal Latkes is not a murder mystery. It concerns some awful-tasting latkes 
(potato pancakes) and what you might call another Hanukkah miracle: love.”  
– The New York Times

“Joyful charm… troubled congregants… warm relationships, and the power of  
women… Binder outdoes himself…” – AudioFile Magazine

“Village stories that deftly lift a curtain on a world of  friendly humor and touching 
details of  Jewish life.” – Kirkus Reviews

“Binder, one of  Rhode Island’s leading storytellers (and author-reader of  the 2019 
Audie finalist “Loki Ragnarok”), is back with a set of  gentle tales about an elderly rabbi 
and the woman who runs the village restaurant and steals his heart.” – Providence Journal

“The Wise Men of  Chelm reimagined… Mark Binder’s ‘The Misadventures of  Rabbi 
Kibbitz and Mrs. Chaipul’ will almost certainly make you laugh and might even cause 
you to shed a tear.” – Jewish Rhode Island

“Our readers love Mark Binder’s Chelm stories. They stop me at events and tell me 
how much they enjoy them, and how funny they are. People have said they’re delightful 
and whimsical.” – Jewish Herald Voice, Houston

“…lively and entertaining tales” – AudioFile Magazine

“Wired Words/Electric Prose”  – Providence Phoenix

“A gift for humor — both broad and subtle” – Publisher’s Weekly

“The mix-ups are many and the potential for laughter abundant.” – Jewish Book World
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An Audio Visit to Chelm
A warm story from a village full of  smiles

“Joyful charm… troubled congregants… warm relationships, and the power 
of  women… Binder outdoes himself…” – AudioFile Magazine

It’s been more than a decade since Rhode Island-based author and storyteller Mark Binder’s 
released a new “Life in Chelm” audio book. This year’s THE MISADVENTURES OF 
RABBI KIBBITZ AND MRS. CHAIPUL is sure to please listeners (and readers) of  all ages.

Chelm, you should know, is a village of  fools, but in Mark Binder’s world, the stories dance 
between magical and deeply human. THE MISADVENTURES is a briew novel of  smiles.

“Chelm stories are like rye bread,” Binder said. “You don’t have to be Jewish to enjoy them.

“I began writing these tales as the editor of  The Rhode Island Jewish Herald. The characters 
came to life, and every so often they demand a new story.”

Binder is being modest. He’s written and published more than 100 
Life in Chelm stories and three previous volumes, The Brothers 
Schlemiel, A Chanukah Present (finalist for the National Jewish 
Book Award for Family Literature) and Matzah Mishugas.

“My first audio book was The Brothers Schlemiel from Birth 
to Bar Mitzvah, and it was a pleasure work again at Galilee 
Productions,” he said. “Grammy Award-winner George Dussault 
(also a Pawtucket resident) is a dream to work with. We always have a lot of  fun fitting music 
in and around the stories.”

In 2016 Mark Binder won a Parents’ Choice Gold Award for Audio Storytelling, and in 
2019 he was nominated for an Audie Award for Original Work for his audiobook, Loki 
Ragnarok.

“My goal for this book is to take listeners and readers on a journey outside the problems 
of  today,” Mark Binder said, “and bring you back happy and content. Like you’ve eaten a 
good meal.”

Mark is beginning a world tour through 2020 with planned stops in Providence, Vienna, 
Copenhagen and at London Jewish Book Week. 

His audio books are available on Audible, GooglePlayBooks, iBooks and myriad other 
online sources. Softcover, hardcover and ebook editions are available on Amazon, Kindle, 
iBooks, GooglePlayBooks, Nook, Kobo and more.

[Cover images and author photos at: lightpublications.com/media/ ]



The Misadventures of  Rabbi 
Kibbitz and Mrs. Chaipul

For immediate release • Reviewer Copies Available 
Contact: Lou Pop • pr@lightpublications.com • (401) 484-0228 
Cover images and author photos at: lightpublications.com/media/

A book full of  warm smiles
THE MISADVENTURES OF RABBI KIBBITZ AND MRS. CHAIUPL is a humorous 
and heartwarming novel of  stories. Delightful? Yes. Sweet. Absolutely.  Charged with social 
political relevance? Not so much.

Written by the Audie award-nominated Jewish author and storyteller Mark Binder, the book 
follows wise old Rabbi Kibbitz and elderly Mrs. Chaipul, the caterer, 
over several years, through weddings and celebrations. 

“In an era of  distraction and hyper-polarization, it’s good to get 
away,” Mark Binder explained. “Visit Chelm for a bit. Meet the 
people, laugh at their antics, and smile at their heart.”

THE MISADVENTURES is an unconventional book. Its charac-
ters are seniors, but its audience is multigenerational. (The book is, 
howver, printed in large type!) Many of  the chapters have been pub-
lished as stand-alone stories. Set in Chelm, the famous village of  fools, 
the characters are far from stereotypical, although many of  the stories 
revolve around misunderstandings, mistakes, and reconciliations. 

Mark Binder is a former editor of  the Rhode Island Jewish Herald 
and an Audie-nominated professional performing storyteller. He has 
written more than 25 books for adults, families and children. His col-
lection, A HANUKKAH PRESENT was the finalist for the National Jewish Book Award 
for family literature.  He tours the world, spinning tales and transmitting joy for listeners and 
readers of  all ages.

THE MISADVENTURES OF RABBI KIBBITZ AND MRS. CHAIPUL will be available 
this fall in a hardcover large print edition, ebook and audio book. In bookstores and from 
Amazon, Audible, Barnes and Noble, GooglePlay, iBooks and more.

For interviews with the author, please contact Beth Hellman 
 (beth@transmitjoy.com) or call +1.401.272.8707.
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